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Now many weeks into the Coronovirus 
Pandemic 2020 and just beginning to 

discover the “new normal” world we now live 
in with social distancing and masks, we wish 

to reach out to report on our most recent 
Honduran adventures. We were all very 

fortunate to make it back to Canada healthy 
before any of the borders closed and made it 
home before mandatory quarantine periods 

were even imagined. 

as successful as it was. Again we apologize for all of the 
people we are forgetting. 

Sadly, it looks like at this time our teams will not be able 
to return in February 2021. As we write this, the Honduran 
border remains closed and the entire country is on lock 
down. The health care system is not strong in this poor 
nation and we don’t expect that they will be permitting 
foreign dental teams to enter the country. Local people 
are only permitted to go food shopping once every two 

weeks to limit the spread of the Coronavirus. At present, 
there are new requirements for enhanced PPE’s for dentists 

which will make practicing in the Honduran heat another 
challenge. In addition the cost and logistics of travel will 
need to be considered before the final decision can be 
made. We do know that if it is possible and prudent to 

return next year we will continue where we left off because 
we are seeing remarkable improvements in the oral health 
of the children. If we do need to stay away in 2021, we will 
plan to return as soon as possible because the need for 

care will continue to grow without our teams to help.
With our sincere thanks,

Drs. Bill Kerr, Michael Cusato and J.J. Kerr and their teams



Our 3 week project in El Porvenir was very rewarding 
and successful but not without its challenges. For the 
first time in many years, we needed to contend with 
several missed flight connections. It was exhausting 

and frustrating at times and after a few sleepless and 
stressful nights Sandra Slauenwhite-Box was able to 

get all the team members on alternate flights to Anne’s 
without missing any days of treatment. As a result we 
were able to make a huge difference in the lives of so 

many children. Our 3 teams saw 625 children for cleaning, 
fluoride treatment, diet and brushing instruction, a new 
toothbrush and an assessment for the need for urgent 

dental care. At the clinic we completed 274 appointments, 
including 186 extractions, 318 fillings, 12 root canals and 6 
pulpotomies. That puts our 12 year totals at 6956 children 
seen, with 1481 extractions, 2150 fillings, 275 root canals, 

11 pulpotomies, 14 partial dentures and 4 orthodontic 
appliances completed. 

There are so many people that need to be thanked and we 
apologize in advance if we forget anyone.  

To begin, we need to introduce and thank the teams. 
These people donate their time money and talent to help 

these children. They include Christine Marsh, Mikaela 
Pearsall, Valerie Spano, Loretta Kerr D’Ambrosio, Debbie 
Goodall Kemp, Emerald Vickery, Sandra Slauenwhite-Box, 

Lisa Kerr, Lisa Strait, Heather Doucette, Trisha Pichoch, 
Karen Lynch, Krista Villeneuve, Dr. J.J. Kerr, Carly Sellers 

and of course Dr. Bill Kerr and Dr. Michael Cusato. What an 
incredible group of dedicated people. In addition we need 
to thank our team members from Honduras including Iris 
Carranza, Estefany Clavijo, Carolina Hoff, and Estefany’s 
friend Kristall who help us improve communication and 
acceptance with the children and their families. Thank 
you to our host dentists, Dra. Candi Cruz, Dra. Xiomara 

Ramos, Dra. Keyry Reyes and Dr. Cesar (Emmanuel) 
Ramirez who made room in the clinic for us and helped in 
the hygiene clinics. Thank you to all of the great people 
from Honduras Child Alliance including Eve Horowitz, Liz 

Bender, and translators, Fae Flora Krakowska, Jan Iser, 
Miguel Saez Casado, Tori Montemurro, Hannah, Geraldine 
Bouvier, Pauline Le Nenaon, Molly, Ellida, Aurelie, Quintin, 

Rachael, and Emmi. Thank you to all of the wonderful 
children from the Anne Fowler Bilingual school for all of 

their help under the supervision of Iris Carranza. 
Thank you to Anne Fowler our amazing hostess who opens 

her home to us for three weeks to facilitate the work we 
do. Anne has bravely chosen to remain in El Porvenir for 
the duration of 2020 and not return to Ontario until the 
borders reopen and air travel is less risky. Thank you to 
Maura for our amazing lunches and sourcing a delicious 
King fish from her supplier. Thank you to Gary, Charlie, 

Mario and Scott for helping to solve our many equipment 
and plumbing issues. Thank you to Alex Velasquez for 

getting us all to and from the airport safely and for the 
amazing coffee.  

 Thank you to Katlyn McConnell and Finding Hope 
Honduras for helping us and for helping so many 

women and children in El Porvenir with your Woman and 
Children’s Centre. Every year, we continue to be inspired 
by how much Katlyn has accomplished and her newest 
projects which now includes building a community for 

foster familes to live and an orphanage. 
Thank you to David Ashby at Helping Honduras Kids for 
bringing all the beautiful children from Hogar de Amor 
Children’s home and for parenting so many children. 
Thank you to Health Outreach for its support. Thank 

you to the University of Toronto Faculty of Dentistry for 
sponsoring such great students. 

Thank you to Lindsay Hughes for sorting and packing 21 
suitcases of dental supplies. You did a fabulous job. 
Thank you for all of the generous donations from our 

dental suppliers including Julie Merritt from Sinclair Dental, 
Paul Glabb from Kavo Kerr Endodontics, Kumar from Larr 
Sales, Linda from Ancin for all of the gloves, Lena from 

Maxill, David Lazear from Frontier Dental, Hansamed for the 
local anaesthetic, Dr. Kiran Gosal and Dr. Rupinder Dhaliwal, 
Famida Abrahim from Henry Schein and IR Scientific for the 
Silver Diamine Fluoride. Thank you Sandra Sargent and the 

the Toronto Fire Fighters for all of the toys. 
Our final thank you is to all of our generous donors 

whose financial contributions helped make this project 
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